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Article Overview

The IEC 61537 standard governs the design, construction, and performance of cable trays, including those
used for 10kV medium-voltage applications.

Overview of |IEC 61537

For 10kV cable installations, IEC 61537 is the primary international standard for metal cable tray systems. It
specifies requirements for mechanical strength, electrical continuity, corrosion resistance, and |oad-bearing
capacity to ensure safe and reliable support of medium-voltage cables in industrial, commercial, and utility
environments . Compliance with this standard ensures that cable trays can handle the physical and electrical
loads over time, reducing the risk of system failures or electrical hazards.

Material and Construction Requirements

Cable trays for 10kV applications are typically made from steel, stainless steel, or auminum, with appropriate
coatings or finishes to resist corrosion, especially in harsh environments such as coastal or chemical plants .
Key considerations include:

0 Mechanical strength: Trays must withstand the weight of cables and environmental factors, validated
through load testing.

o Corrosion resistance: Stainless steel (e.g., AISI 316L) or hot-dip galvanized steel is preferred for high
durability.

o Electrical continuity: Trays often serve as a grounding path, so proper bonding and continuity are required.

Design and Installation Guidelines

o Tray types. Ladder, perforated, and solid-bottom trays are used depending on heat dissipation, cable type,
and environmental conditions.

0 Rung spacing: Typically 150-230 mm to support medium-voltage cables without exceeding minimum bend
radius.

0 Supports and spans: Must be designed to prevent sagging and maintain cable integrity.

o Covers: Solid or ventilated covers may be used to protect cables from mechanical damage or environmental
exposure.

Compliance and Certification
Manufacturers must ensure that cable trays meet IEC 61537 and may also comply with national standards such

as NEMA (USA) or CE marking (Europe) for safety and quality assurance . Third-party testing and
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certification validate mechanical and electrical performance, ensuring suitability for 10kV installations.
Practical Considerations

o Verify that the selected tray type supports the weight and size of 10kV cables.

0 Ensure proper grounding and bonding to maintain electrical safety.

o Consider environmental factors such as humidity, chemical exposure, and temperature when selecting
materials and finishes.

o Follow manufacturer-specific installation guides to maintain warranty and compliance. By adhering to IEC
61537 and relevant national standards, engineers and contractors can ensure that 10kV cable trays provide
safe, durable, and efficient cable management for medium-voltage electrical systems.

Global supplier of MV cables with nominal voltage rating 6/10kV for power distribution. MDPE, PVC &amp;
L SZH sheathing. Available

The Nationa Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) also publishes three consensus standards that
apply to the proper

Not all cable trays are equivalent. The mechanical and electrical characteristics, tests, certifications, overall
guality management,

Note: NEMA does not specify minimum thickness --the philosophy is that if the tray passes

NEMA VE 1-2017 Specifies requirements for metal cable trays and associated fittings designed for use in
accordance with the rules

Explore the types of cable trays, their advantages, applications, and standard sizes. Learn how they improve
cable

Selecting the right cable tray sizeiscritical for electrical safety, system efficiency, and cost control. This

Cable Management - Cable Tray Systems Standards. Contact Our Dedicated Support Team On +44 (0)121
6016000.

INTRODUCTION The B-Line series Cable Tray Manua was produced by our technical staff. We recognize
the need for a complete

Where necessary, cable tray systems and cable ladder systems can be used for the arrangement of cables into
groups. This
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Explore the cable tray standards of 30 countries across five continents. Learn about the key

These documents: ANSI/NEMA VE-1, Metal Cable Tray Systems, NEMA VE-2, Cable Tray Installation
Guidelines; and NEMA FG-1,

Cable trays are components of support systems for power and communications cables and wires. A cable tray
system supports and

Many electrical systems employ cable trays. They route cables safely &amp; efficiently. NEC defines
minimum cable tray

In accordance with its continuous impro-vement policy, Legrand reserves the right to change the specifications
and illus-trations

Understanding the IEC Standard for Cable Tray Cable trays play avital role in supporting

Web: https://www.millstraining.co.za
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