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Article Overview

Eye chart tests, such as the Snellen chart, are standard tools to measure visua acuity and can be used at home
or in aprofessional setting.

What is an Eye Chart Test?

An eye chart test evaluates how clearly you can see at a distance. The most common type is the Snellen chart,
developed by Dutch ophthalmologist Hermann Snellen in the 1860s. It consists of rows of letters (optotypes)
that decrease in size from top to bottom, usually starting with alarge "E" at the top. Other variations include
tumbling E charts for children or patients who cannot read letters, and symbol charts for pediatric use .

How to Perform a Home Eye Test

o Distance Setup: Place the chart at the recommended distance--typically 20 feet (6 meters) for printed charts
or 10 feet (3 meters) for on-screen charts.

0 One Eye at a Time: Cover one eye while reading the chart to test each eye individualy .

0 Reading the Chart: Start from the top and read the smallest line you can see clearly. Record the line number
and the number of letters correctly identified .

o Interpreting Results: Visua acuity is expressed as a fraction, e.g., 20/20 means normal vision. Children and
adults have different expected standards; for example, a 3- to 4-year-old should read the 20/40 line, while
adults should read 20/20 .

Types of Eye Charts

0 Snellen Chart: Standard lettersin decreasing size, most widely used .

o Tumbling E Chart: Usesthe letter "E" in different orientations, suitable for children or non-readers .

o0 HOTV Chart: UseslettersH, O, T, V for young children, often with a matching guide .

0 Symbol Charts: Use shapes or images for pediatric patients .

Online and Printable Options

You can download and print eye charts from reputable sources or use online calibrated charts for informal
vision screening. These tools are useful for preliminary checks at home, but they do not replace a professional
eye exam.

I mportant Notes

0 Ensure proper lighting and distance for accurate results.

0 Test each eye separately.
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o If results indicate reduced vision or difficulty reading smaller lines, schedule a professional eye exam with
an optometrist or ophthalmologist. Eye chart tests are a simple, effective way to monitor vision and detect
potential refractive errors such as nearsightedness, farsightedness, or astigmatism.

Free printable Snellen eye charts for home vision testing. Includes usage instructions and

Searching for a free eye chart to test your vision at home? Here you"ll find a free downloadable vision chart
with instructions.

Here's an eye test that you can do at home to check your vision or the vision of family and friends. But
remember:

Free online Snellen-style eye chart for informal vision screening. Calibrate on-screen size, switch chart
The Amdler grid isatool that eye doctors use to detect vision problems resulting from

Take a free eye test online in minutes. Screen visual acuity, astigmatism, color vision, contrast sensitivity,
central vision and

The Snellen chart is the most widely used. Alternative types of eye charts include the logMAR chart, Landolt
C, E chart, Leatest,

Take a free vision acuity test online. Professional-grade visual acuity screening using Snellen charts with
instant results from any

The first line of defense for macular degeneration is awareness. A simple test of your vision will aert you to
any changes that may

The Snellen eye chart is used by eye doctors to measure visual acuity. The more rows a

This Eye Chart is styled after the classic Snellen eye chart (PDF file) and sized in proportion to its original
computer-generated

This calculator is intended as a convenient screener for visual acuity to be used on a mobile device and should
not be used asa

The first signs of Age-related Macular Degeneration are typically discovered by an eye doctor in an annual
dilated eye exam. Learn
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Regular eye exams are crucia for finding macular degeneration and other conditions early,
Calculate your visual acuity to seeif you're 20/20, 20/30, 20/40, etc. Based on the Snellen Eye Chart.

Amdler Grid How To Test Your Eyes With This Amsler Grid o Print this page on bright white paper (heavy
stock if possible). o Test
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