
Fiberglass cable tray thickness tolerance
standard

Article Overview

Fiberglass cable trays must comply with NEMA FG1, UL 568, and IEC 61537 standards, which define

minimum thickness, mechanical strength, and environmental resistance for safe and durable installation.

Applicable Standards

NEMA FG1 specifies the manufacturing requirements for nonmetallic (fiberglass) cable trays, including

ladder, ventilated, solid-bottom, and channel types, ensuring compliance with the National Electrical Code

(NEC) for electrical installations . UL 568 covers performance requirements for fiberglass cable trays,

including mechanical load, impact resistance, and fire retardancy, which indirectly influence the acceptable

thickness of tray walls and rungs . IEC 61537 provides international guidelines for cable tray systems,

including nonmetallic trays, specifying tests for structural integrity, load-bearing capacity, and environmental

durability .

Thickness and Material Considerations

Fiberglass cable trays are typically manufactured using pultrusion processes with isophthalic polyester (IP) or

vinyl ester resins, which provide high corrosion resistance, UV stability, and mechanical strength . The

minimum wall and rung thickness is determined by:

o Load class and span: Thicker walls are required for higher load ratings or longer spans.

o Environmental conditions: Corrosive or high-temperature environments may require increased thickness for

chemical and UV resistance.

o Impact resistance: Fiberglass trays must return to their original shape without permanent deflection, which is

influenced by thickness and resin type . While exact thickness values vary by manufacturer and load rating,

NEMA FG1 and UL 568 provide test-based acceptance criteria rather than fixed millimeter values, meaning

trays must pass mechanical, impact, and fire tests to be considered compliant .

Practical Guidance

o Verify manufacturer specifications: Ensure the fiberglass tray meets NEMA FG1 and UL 568 requirements

for your application.

o Consider resin type: Isophthalic polyester is standard for UV and chemical resistance; consult the

manufacturer for alternative resins.

o Check load/span ratings: Use the tray thickness recommended for the intended cable load and span to

prevent deflection or failure.

o Environmental factors: For offshore, chemical, or high-UV environments, select trays with higher thickness
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or reinforced profiles . By adhering to these standards, fiberglass cable trays achieve mechanical integrity,

corrosion resistance, and long service life, ensuring safe cable management in industrial and commercial

installations.

Cable tray installed in a hazardous location must contain only those cables that are appropriate for this type of

environment as

We partnered with the Eaton B-Line series experts for this article detailing the NEMA

The design standard for junction boxes and cable trays in the offshore projects is based on applicable industry

standards,

The cable trays manufactured by us are from pultruded sections / profiles of fiberglass, this pultruded sections

help in reducing cost,

The document provides a technical specification for fiber reinforced plastic (FRP) cable trays and accessories.

It outlines codes and

Ideal for Managing and Protecting Cables FRP cable tray is the support system for managing cables and

protect cables from heating,

Technical specifications for FRP cable tray refurbishment, including supply, erection, and cable re-laying.

Compliant with NEMA FG-1

NEMA FG 1 - Fiberglass Cable Tray Systems. NEMA VE 1 - Metal Cable Tray Systems. NEMA VE 2 -

Cable Tray Installation

NEMA VE 1-2017 standard for metal cable tray systems. Covers construction, materials, dimensions, load

capacity, and testing.

Looking for durable and corrosion-resistant Fiberglass Cable Tray? Our lightweight, high-strength trays

For ladder or ventilated trough trays, the total sum of the cross-sectional areas of all the cables to be installed

in the cable tray must

Cable tray manufacturers meet quality standards through load testing, corrosion checks,

This document provides a general specification for cable trays for an electrical project. It outlines technical
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requirements, codes and

A channel cable tray can be added to an existing cable tray system using the method illustrated in Figure 3-89

to add approved

Hot dipped galvanized after fabrication (H.D.G.A.F.) (see ASTM A123) steel, aluminum, and stainless steel

cable tray and fiberglass

UL 568 - This Underwriters Laboratories standard covers the performance requirements for the safe

application of fiberglass cable
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