
How are optical modules classified 

Article Overview

Optical modules are classified by form factor, data rate, transmission distance, and fiber type, with common

types including SFP, SFP+, QSFP, and CFP for various networking applications.

Overview of Optical Modules

Optical modules, also known as optical transceivers, are essential components in fiber optic communication

systems. They perform electro-optical and photo-electric conversion, enabling electrical signals from

networking equipment to be transmitted as optical signals over fiber and vice versa . Each module typically

contains a transmitter (TOSA), a receiver (ROSA), and supporting circuitry, housed in a compact form factor .

Classification by Form Factor

Form factor determines the physical size, interface, and compatibility with network equipment:

o SFP (Small Form-factor Pluggable): Supports speeds up to 1 Gbps, suitable for enterprise networks .

o SFP+: Enhanced SFP supporting up to 10 Gbps, commonly used in data centers .

o QSFP (Quad Small Form-factor Pluggable): Supports 40 Gbps or 100 Gbps, ideal for high-performance

computing and backbone networks .

o CFP (C Form-factor Pluggable): Designed for 100 Gbps and higher, suitable for long-haul and metro

networks .

o QSFP28 and QSFP-DD: Support 100 Gbps and 400 Gbps, respectively, for ultra-high-speed networking .

Classification by Data Rate

Optical modules are categorized by their transmission capacity:

o 100 Mbps: Legacy systems.

o 1 Gbps: Standard enterprise networks.

o 10 Gbps: High-performance networks and data centers.

o 25/40/100 Gbps: Modern data centers and aggregation layers.

o 200/400 Gbps: Emerging ultra-high-speed applications .

Classification by Transmission Distance

Modules are also classified based on the distance they can transmit:

o Short-range (SR): Typically multi-mode fiber, suitable for distances up to a few hundred meters.
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o Long-range (LR): Single-mode fiber, supporting distances from 10 km to 80 km.

o Extended-range (ER) and ultra-long-range (ZR): For metro and long-haul networks, often using DWDM

technology .

Classification by Fiber Type

o Single-mode fiber (SMF): Used for long-distance communication.

o Multi-mode fiber (MMF): Suitable for shorter distances, such as within buildings or campuses .

Wavelength Division Multiplexing (WDM)

Some optical modules support CWDM (Coarse Wavelength Division Multiplexing) or DWDM (Dense

Wavelength Division Multiplexing), allowing multiple signals to be transmitted simultaneously over a single

fiber. CWDM is cost-effective for short to medium distances, while DWDM is suitable for long-distance,

high-capacity networks .

Applications

Optical modules are widely used in:

o Data centers: High-speed server-to-server and storage connections.

o Telecommunications: Backbone and metro networks.

o Enterprise networks: Connecting offices and network segments.

o Broadcasting and industrial automation: High-definition video transmission and EMI-resistant

communication . Selecting the right optical module involves considering data rate, distance, fiber type, form

factor, and budget, ensuring network efficiency and reliability .

Commonly used methods can be classified according to the maximum transmission rate of a single port (single

port

This article explores MPS optical module solutions to meet the design requirements of high-speed optical

communication as well as

Explore the ultimate guide to optical modules. Learn types, functions, performance metrics &amp; how to

choose the right

Optical modules are electronic devices used in communication systems to transmit optical

In practical terms, all optical modules are transceivers, but not all transceivers are optical modules. For
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example,

The transmission distance of the optical module is limited, mainly because the optical signal will have a

certain loss

Optical modules are essential components in modern communication networks, enabling high-speed data

In practice, most optical modules used in networking are transceivers because they handle bidirectional data

flow.

Optical Modules Market size was valued at USD 3.5 billion in 2025 &amp; is estimated to reach USD 8.2

billion by 2034,

The ultimate goal for all-optical connectivity with an ultra-high F5G bandwidth is to increase transmission

rates. Optical modules --

Explore the working principles, structures, and performance metrics of optical modules, essential components

of

Optical Modules Market Outlook 2025-2034 The global optical modules market was valued at $14.8 billion in

2025 and is projected to

Explore the essential principles and types of optical modules for fiber optic communication systems.

Types of Optical Modules Optical modules are available in various types to meet diversified requirements.

Classified by transmission

The optical module is one of the core devices of the optical communication system, and its development has a

vital

1. Fiber Mode The two basic classifications of fiber mode types are: multimode and singlemode.
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