
Reverse-top cable tray in low-voltage well

Article Overview

A reverse-top cable tray in a low-voltage well is used to route and support instrumentation or control cables

below power cables, ensuring safety, EMI reduction, and organized cable management.

Purpose and Layout

In industrial and commercial installations, low-voltage or instrumentation cables are typically routed in a

separate tray below high-voltage electrical cables. A reverse-top cable tray refers to a configuration where the

tray's open side faces downward or away from the main power tray, providing additional protection and

preventing accidental contact with higher-voltage lines . This layout helps:

o Minimize electromagnetic interference (EMI) from power cables to sensitive low-voltage signals.

o Maintain clear separation between power and control cables, typically with at least 300 mm (12 inches)

vertical spacing or using metal partitions when space is limited .

o Allow easy access for maintenance and troubleshooting without disturbing power cables.

Design Considerations

When installing a reverse-top cable tray in a low-voltage well, consider the following:

o Material Selection: Steel, stainless steel, or aluminum trays are common. Stainless steel or coated steel

provides corrosion resistance in harsh environments .

o Tray Type: Ladder or ventilated trays are preferred for low-voltage cables to allow airflow, reduce heat

buildup, and prevent dust accumulation .

o Support and Mounting: Use wall brackets, suspended supports, or center suspensions to secure the tray.

Ensure the tray can handle the weight of the cables without excessive deflection .

o Cable Management Accessories: Use dividers, covers, or barrier strips to separate different cable types and

maintain neat routing .

Best Practices

o Segregation: Always place high-voltage power trays above low-voltage instrumentation trays to reduce

interference .

o Routing: Follow the shortest practical path, avoid unnecessary bends, and prevent crossovers with other

trays .

o Bend Radius: Maintain the minimum bend radius for low-voltage cables to prevent damage and signal

degradation .

o Load Considerations: Ensure the tray width and rung spacing are appropriate for the cable type and weight,
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avoiding drooping or overstressing the cables . By following these principles, a reverse-top cable tray in a

low-voltage well ensures safe, reliable, and organized cable routing, while protecting sensitive instrumentation

and control systems from interference and mechanical damage.

Hubbell''s NEXTFRAME&#174; Ladder Tray is the effective and widely used cable runway that supports and

delivers bundles of cable

According to Rendell high-street multiples and stores are now using cable tray for light fittings, so it becomes

a general

Shielded cables are typically applied in higher voltage substations (voltages at 230 kV and higher) or at lower

voltages for specific

Cable trays are unique additions to the structural wet well that grant a protected space to route disconnect

cables through between

Not all cable trays are equivalent. The mechanical and electrical characteristics, tests, certifications, overall

quality management,

Cable ladder and cable tray systems The following recommendations are intended to be a practical guide to

ensure

Multiconductor cables rated over 600 volts shall be separated from lower voltage cables by a separate cable

tray or a solid fixed

Center hung tray supports allow for quicker and easier cable installation by allowing cables to be deposited

into tray systems from

Cable Tray Systems Guide HUBBELL Hubbell Wiring Device-Kellems and Hubbell Premise Wiring are

divisions of Hubbell

Excerpt: Cable trays are vital for organizing and protecting cables in industrial and commercial settings. This

guide

A practical guide to product selection and installation This guide for engineers and installers has been

developed by ABB as a

NEMA VE 1-2017 Specifies requirements for metal cable trays and associated fittings designed for use in

accordance with the rules
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Shop cable trays for efficient cable management. Buy ladder, perforated, and wire mesh cable trays from a

trusted cable tray supplier

The Cable Tray Institute (CTI) was founded in 1991 to support the cable tray industry by engaging in research,

development,

A cable tray is a type of a containment used to support insulated electrical cables used for power

Clearances around cable trays, switchgear, and other equipment must follow standards like NEMA or BS, or

minimum
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