
The incoming line of the distribution box
is not grounded 

Article Overview

An ungrounded incoming line in a distribution box poses serious safety risks and must be corrected by

connecting a proper grounding conductor to ensure a low-impedance path for fault currents.

Safety Risks

If the incoming line of a distribution box is not grounded, any fault or insulation failure can energize the metal

parts of the box, creating a shock hazard for anyone touching it. Ungrounded systems also prevent overcurrent

protective devices, such as circuit breakers, from operating effectively because the fault current may not reach

a sufficient magnitude to trip the breaker, leaving dangerous voltages present on conductive surfaces (NEC

250.4(B)).

Grounding Requirements

According to NEC standards, the grounded conductor (neutral) must be connected to a grounding electrode at

the service equipment to provide an effective ground-fault current path (NEC 250.24(A)), . For distribution

boxes, proper grounding involves:

o Attaching a ground wire from the distribution box housing to a mounting plate or dedicated ground bar.

o Connecting the mounting plate to a central grounding point or grounding electrode system.

o Ensuring the ground resistance between all system parts is below 0.1 Ohm for industrial equipment, or as

specified by local codes (Atlas Copco distribution box standards), .

o Using appropriately sized conductors: in the US, typically 10 AWG for standard distribution boxes, or larger

for high-current applications .

Corrective Measures

o Install a grounding conductor from the incoming line's neutral or equipment grounding terminal to the

grounding electrode system.

o Bond all metal parts of the distribution box and connected equipment to the same ground to equalize

potential and prevent shock hazards.

o Verify resistance using a ground resistance tester to ensure the total grounding path is below the required

threshold.

o Follow NEC Article 250 for bonding and grounding, ensuring that no neutral conductors are connected to

metal parts on the load side of the service disconnect .

Practical Considerations
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o Use high-quality copper or copper-bonded steel rods to prevent corrosion and maintain long-term reliability.

o Avoid shortcuts like chemical treatments or random rod placement; proper testing and multiple rods may be

required if resistance exceeds limits.

o Ensure all spindles, mounting plates, and tool connections in industrial setups are properly grounded in

parallel to reduce total resistance . Proper grounding is essential for personnel safety, equipment protection,

and compliance with electrical codes. An ungrounded incoming line should be addressed immediately by a

qualified electrician to prevent electrical hazards.

Having a breaker box that''s grounded is a very important safety factor. Follow this guide to learn how to tell

The topic of grounding and bonding is a never ending area of confusion. The difference

Plastic boxes cannot be grounded like other types of containers. However, it is still necessary to place it in an

Your distribution box is mission control for electricity in any building. When grounding fails here, it''s like

having a

The other lead makes contact with the metal box. It''s grounded if you receive a roughly 110 to 120 volts

measurement.

Grounded electrical outlets are important for safety in the home. Learn how you can check your wiring for

The distribution box is the central hub of the home circuit and the general control of our daily power

consumption. It is an

By definition, as well as by function, grounding and bonding are not the same thing. However, they do work

closely together in a yin

By understanding the deeper principles behind grounding standards, avoiding common installation pitfalls,

and

Transmission Line Grounding The installation of grounding methods for transmission lines is absolutely

necessary in order to

Learn how to determine if an electrical box is properly grounded with this informative article. Ensure your

electrical

Typically, electric distribution line primary neu-trals are bonded to telephone and CATV strands on joint use
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lines. This creates an

For grounded systems, the NEC requires you to perform all of the following: electrical system grounding,

electrical equipment

The second source can be metal water line, metal conduit, metal well head, etc. Sub Panel requires the same

If the indoor distribution box is designed according to the latest &quot;code for electrical design of

What Do You Do if Your Electrical Panel Isn''t Grounded? If your electrical panel isn''t grounded, your first

step is to call
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